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La Nueva Raza Newspaper-Magazine is
an independent voice of the
Chicano/Latino Community in Texas.
LNRNM is an effort by individual activists in
coalition with different organizations. The
mission of this publication is to promote the
progressive discourse of social, cultural,
and political issues affecting the
Chicano/Latino community. The views
expressed in this publication are solely
those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the editorial staff. 

Written contributions along with pictures,
may be sent via e-mail to
gallista2010@yahoo.com or to
m_espinoza13@hotmail.com. To purchase
Ad space, please contact Michael
Espinoza at 832-277-3903.
hen many democrati-
cally elected govern-
ments have pursued

towards a new world order by
certain U.S. economic and polit-
ical elites and other fanatics such

Intervention 

Abraham Lincoln
spoke passionately as a
United States congress-
man in 1846 accusing the
newly elected President,
James K. Polk, of pursu-
ing a policy of military
aggression against the
Republic of Mexico.
Mexico's refusal to sell
some of its land in north-
western Mexico (now
seen as part of the U. S.
Southwest) incensed Polk
and his followers of man-
ifest destiny. Manifest
destiny was a growing
racist ideology. It was a

belief in the inevitable territorial
expansion of the United States,
especially as advocated by

current President of Mexico, and
the shakeup of the PRI (Partido
Revolucionario Institucional)
has been part of this new politi-
cal metamorphosis. With
Mexico's Presidential elections
to be held in 2006 it is possible
that someone from the PRD
(Partido Revolucionario
Democratico) could be elected.
A supporter of Mexico's popular
sectors (urban working class,
rural poor, indigenous, students,
consumers, etc.) the PRD cur-
rently expects to run Andres
Manuel Lopez-Obrador for
President. A Lopez-Obrador
victory or some other populist
individual could very likely
upset the supporters of the new
world order as envisioned and
carried out by  a minority of U.S.
policymakers, such as Cheney

1917) Wilson's action of sendi
an occupational military for
was an over-reaction. It arous
a deep hatred and resentme
against the U.S.government 
Mexicans at all levels of socie
including many opponents 
Huerta. 

In 1932 the people of 
Salvador rose up against the di
tatorship in that country a
challenged the small wealt
elite that owned sixty percent 
all the land, yet this wealthy el
only made up two percent of t
population. Through Unit
States intervention over 30,0
Salvadorans were massacred 
that tiny Central American cou
try. A U.S. cruiser and two na
destroyers were present off t
coast of El Salvador while t
killings were being committ
by Salvadoran military force
The main concern of the U.
government was that busine
opportunities not be compr
mised by the democratic forc

he Future US  Invas ion  of  Mexico
ommentary By Lorenzo Cano
La Nueva Raza Second Issue

olicies contrary to the interests
f the wealthy elite in the United
tates, the leaders of those coun-

ries have experienced the wrath
f United States intervention in
ts many forms, including an
nvasion and occupation by
merican troops. During the

arly threats leading up to the
.S. pre-emptive invasion of

raq, a growing number of
exicans from all levels of soci-

ty began discussing the possi-
ility of a future invasion of
heir own country by the United
tates. Was this an overreaction
y a paranoid sector of Mexico's
opulation? Is a future invasion
nd occupation of México by
he United States a likely sce-
ario in the foreseeable future?
ould events in México crystal-

ze into an illegal invasion of our
outhern neighbor?  This may
ot be such a far-fetched possi-
ility in light of  current U.S.
oreign policy and the thrust

as Dick Cheney. 
Like George W. Bush, many

presidents before him have also
overwhelmingly supported gov-
ernments that were anti-demo-
cratic and in many cases brutal
dictators as long as they had
generally appeased the policies
of the rich and powerful in the
United States. Through a variety
of means the United States has
intervened in many countries to
the disadvantage of democratic
forces in power or seeking
power at this time. Among some
of the countries that either of
these two scenarios have
occurred are: Guatemala, Chile,
Columbia, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Cuba, Panama,
Granada, Venezuela,  the
Dominican Republic, Puerto
Rico and others including
Mexico. (see www.venezue-
lafoia.info/.)

Historical Patterns of

southern slaveholders who
wished to extend slavery into
new territories. Unfortunately
for Mexico, as protested by
Lincoln, United States troops
entered, at best, disputed territo-
ry between the Nueces River
(current day Corpus Christi) and
Brownsville, Texas, and then
proceded to establish a naval
blockade of the Rio Bravo (Rio
Grande), an act of war under
international law. Mexico subse-
quently lost half its territory
which played up to the interests
of southern slave owners. After
the war economic elites in the
United States saw the land as an
opportunity for commerce and
new wealth. 

Mexico's Changing Political
Landscape 

Today Mexico is going
through a new political era. The
election of Vicente Fox as the

and Bush. Issues such as the
rescinding of the NAFTA treaty
by Mexico, and an assertive
stance against the Free Trade
Agreement of the Americas, are
all potential events that could
crystallize into some type of
U.S. intervention in Mexico.
Think this is impossible or not
very likely? 

In 1914 U.S. troops invaded
Mexico, again occupying
Veracruz for over six months
using several minor incidents as
a rationale for this intervention,
including the detention of a mail
courier, the delay of an official
Department of State dispatch,
and the arrest of some American
sailors. The real reason was U.S
President Woodrow Wilson's
disdain for Mexican President
Victorian Huerta whom he felt
did not fit the model of a demo-
cratic leader.  Although Huerta
had taken power by force during
the Mexican Revolution (1910-

in rebellion. As a result of U
intervention, El Salvador con
ued with authoritative gove
ments until the 1980's a
another popular uprising.  

Depletion of World Oil a
Gas Reserves

According to the Ameri
Petroleum Institute the cur
reserves of oil and natural 
throughout the world are exp
ed to become depleted by aro
the year 2040. And if and w
Mexico decides to cut back
oil exports and save its reser
for its own use or charge hig
prices, it is very likely that 
powers at be in the United St
will find ways of intervening
Mexico. This could come in
form of assasinations of altr
tic, populist political leaders
Mexico, the funding of con
vative, right-wing opposit
leaders, or through other me
Continued on Page 5
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más
ente y
servas
 presta
ilidad.
Cuando muchos gobiernos
democráticos electos han
persiguido políticas

domésticas contrarias a los
intereses de la élite de los
Estados Unidos, los líderes de
esos países han experimentado
la ira de la intervención esta-

idea.  
En la actualidad, los arqui-

tectos de las relaciones exteri-
ores estadounidenses están
determinados a continuar una
trayectoria en la manutención
del domino y control de los
recursos naturales en el mundo,

sando al nuevo presidente electo
James K. Polk de perseguir
políticas agresivas militares en
contra de México.  El rechazo de
México de vender parte de su
territorio en el noroeste (actual-
mente conocido como el
sudoeste de los Estados Unidos)

irritó a Polk y sus seguidores
del destino manifiesto.  El
destino manifiesto era una
creciente ideología racista,
era la creencia en la
inevitable expansión territo-
rial norteamericana, espe-
cialmente apoyada por
sureños dueños de esclavos
con metas de extender la
esclavitud en los nuevos ter-
ritorios. 
Desafortunadamente para

México, mientras Lincoln
protestaba, las tropas esta-
dounidenses entraron, y peor
aún, disputaron el territorio
entre el Rio Nueces (actual-
mente Corpus Christi) y
Brownsville, Texas donde
procedieron a establecer un
bloqueo naval del Rio Bravo
(Rio Grande), un acto de

PRD espera postular a Andrés
Manuel López-Obrador para
presidente.  Una victoria de
López Obrador u otro candida-
to populista podría decepcionar
a los partidarios del nuevo
orden en el mundo como está
previsto y ejecutado por un sin
número de funcionarios
creadores de las políticas en

Estados Unidos.  Asuntos como
la anulación del tratado NAFTA
en México y una asertiva
estancia en contra del Tratado de
Libre Comercio de las
Américas, son eventos poten-
ciales que podrían cristalizarse
en algún tipo de intervención
estadounidense en México.
¿Cree usted que ésto sea algo
imposible o no muy factible?

En 1914 las tropas esta-
dounidenses invadieron México,
nuevamente, ocupando Veracruz
por más de seis meses, utilizan-
do muchos incidentes de menor
importancia para justificar esta
intervención, tales como la
detención del correo, el retraso
de un departamento de estado
oficial y el arresto de unos
marineros americanos.  La ver-
dadera razón fue el desdén que
el presidente estadounidense
Woodrow Wilson le tenía al
presidente mexicano Victoriano
Huerta, el cual, según Wilson no
configuraba como líder
democrático modelo.  Aunque
Huerta tomó el poder por fuerza

como una fuerza de inva
ocupación.  ¿Cree usted qu
no podría pasar?  La histo
ha demostrado que dicho
nario no es fuera de lo ord
Ocurrió en 1846, 1914
varias otras ocasiones en 
de México.  Esto tamb
ocurrido en todas las Am
incluyendo Guatemala, Ch
Salvador, Nicaragua, Pa
Cuba, Granada, La Rep
Dominicana y otros.  Hai
último de la lista de 
caribeños, una nación isle
vio su sistema democrátic
rocado con la intervecnció
itar estadounidense.  El 
dente de Haití fue destitui
una fuerza de grupos
democráticaticos apoyado
George W. Bush y los so
estadounidenses.  Esto aco
durante los últimos nueve
mientras que toda la at
era enfocada en la guerra 
Iraq.

Patrones ilegales e h
cos de intervenciones en e
do en México y Latino A
con la política de Bush h
nuevo orden en el mund
los ricos, disponen un esc
para dicha invasión.  El c
del ambiente político en M
hacia una sociedad 
democrática e independi
el agotamiento de las re
del petróleo en el mundo
credibilidad a esta posib

La Futura Invasión Militar
Estadounidense en México
Comentario Por Lorenzo Cano
Second Issue La Nueva Raza 3

dounidense en diversas formas,
incluyendo invasión y ocu-
pación por parte de las tropas
norteamericanas.  Durante las
amenazas que culminaron con la
previa invasión de Iraq, un cre-
ciente número de mexicanos de
distintos niveles sociales
comenzó a discutir la posibili-
dad de una futura invasión de su
país por parte de los Estados
Unidos.  ¿Es ésto una
exageración de un sector para-
noico de la población de
México?  ¿Puede ser una futura
invasión y ocupación norteam-
ericana en México un escenario
probable en el futuro?  ¿Pueden
los eventos en México
cristalizarse en una intervención
ilegal de nuestro vecino sureño?
Con el sueño de un nuevo orden
en el mundo de George W. Bush
y sus consejeros, una interven-
ción militar estadounidense en
México puede ser que no les
parezca posible una muy lejana

aunque gobiernos democráticos
tengan que ser pisoteados.  Al
igual que George W. Bush,
muchos presidentes antes que él,
también, categóricamente han
favorecido gobiernos anti-
democráticos y en muchos de
los casos dictadores brutales
siempre y cuando hayan apoya-
do las políticas de los ricos y
poderosos de los Estados
Unidos.  La retórica transmitida
al pueblo estadounidense por los
medios de comunicación es que
el papel de los Estados Unidos
es el de promover la democracia
en el extranjero, más sin embar-
go, la realidad se transparenta en
la evidencia histórica que
incluye a muchos en Latino
América y México.  

Patrones de Intervención 

En 1846, Abraham Lincoln
habló apasionadamente como un
congresista estadounidense acu-

guerra bajo la ley interna-
cional.  Subsecuentemente,
México perdió la mitad de su

territorio.  Después de la guerra,
la elite económica de los
Estados Unidos vió el territorio
adquirido como una oportunidad
de comercio y recursos para
crear nuevos capitales.  

El Ambiente dentro del
Cambio Político en México

Hoy, México atraviesa una
nueva era política.  La elección
de Vicente Fox como presidente
actual y la caída del PRI
(Partido Revolucionario
Institucional) ha sido parte de la
nueva metamorfosis política.
Con las próximas elecciones
presidenciales de México en dos
años más, es posible que alguien
del PRD (Partido de la
Revolución Democrática) pueda
ser elegido.  El PRD se adjudica
como protector de los sectores
populares (clases: trabajadora
urbana, rural pobre, indígena,
estudiante, etc.)  Actualmente, el

durante la revolución mexicana
(1910-1917), la reacción de
Wilson en asignar una ocu-
pación militar fue una
exageración.  El suceso generó
un incremento de odio y resen-
timiento en contra del gobierno
estadounidense por parte de
todos los niveles de la sociedad 
mexicana.

Agotamiento del Petróleo en el
mundo y las reservas del gas

Las reservas actuales del
petróleo y gas natural en el
mundo se esperan que estén disi-
padas alrededor del año 2040.
Cuando México decida recortar
sus porcentajes de exportación y
guardar sus reservas para su pro-
pio uso, es muy posible que los
poderes en los Estados Unidos
encuentren maneras de inter-
venir en México.  Esto puede
manifestarse en asesinatos de
políticos populistas mexicanos,
el financiamiento de la oposi-
ción de líderes populistas, u
optar por otros medios, tales

Independientemente de cual par-
tido controle la Casa Blanca, la
amenaza potencial de una
invasión militar estadounidense
es un latente escenario puesto
por los dos partidos;
Republicanos y Demócratas,
que históricamente han concor-
dado en sus ideales con respecto
a las relaciones exteriores.  El
pueblo americano debe retar las
actuales inconsideradas políticas
de relaciones exteriores versión
moderna del destino manifiesto,
al igual que desarrollar una
nueva basada en la soberanía de
las naciones, diálogo, y respeto
muto.  Los Chicanos y otros
líderes latinos de todos los nive-
les de la sociedad (escritores,
periodistas, actores, miembros
de uniones, estudiantes universi-
tarios) deben tomar el papel de
liderazgo en esta área y retar las
medidas inhumanas, bélicas, y
fundamentalmente racistas en
las relaciones exteriores que han
sido parte de la agenda norteam-
ericana por mucho tiempo.



METRO have gone virtually
unnoticed in the media,
METRO Watch members say
Houston Chronicle colum-
nist Rick Casey got it right
when he wrote in December:
Houston METRO Sparks Protests
Discrimination, Harassment, Retribution and Fraud Rampant, say employees
Patricia Leal had started
as a bus driver with
H o u s t o n ’ s

Metropolitan Transit
Authority (METRO) in
1988.  Climbing through the
ranks, Patty had been in a
new position for eight
months and had already been
promised a promotion.  She
could have kept quiet and
gotten her promotion.

Instead, she got tired of an
individual’s twice-a-day rev-
elation that he was going to
the restroom to relieve his
sexual frustrations.  Without
fail, she was tormented by
his behavior everyday, but
she was in fear of losing her
job and people’s respect.  His
actions, Patty says, culminat-
ing in pedophilic banter,
prompted Patty to stand up
for herself. 

His behavior is indica-
tive of a myriad of misman-
agement at METRO, minori-
ty on minority discrimina-
tion, sexual harassment and
even embezzlement. 

Instead of empathizing
with Patty, she says upper
management took her griev-

ance as an attack upon the
entire institution of METRO.
The true test, says Patty, did
not come from dealing with
the harassment.

“I thought that sexual
harassment was the worst
thing that that METRO
could do to me, but it wasn’t;
it was the retaliation,” she
explains.

Patty says that after she

filed a complaint about her
tormentor’s actions, upper
management got involved
and deliberately hit her
where it hurt.

“I had just had a baby,
and they started working me
all these extra hours that no
one was usually expected to
work.

“For three years they
worked me day and night to
try to break me.  I am barely
getting to know my daughter
since I began administrative
separation in July (of 2003)”

“He (her tormentor) was
fired, but they got him back.
Instead of disciplining him,
they ended up putting us in
offices very close to each
other, where I would have to

face him everyday.”
Needless to say, she did

not get the promotion that
was promised her.

METRO’s heavy-handed
tactics are not new, accord-
ing to Calvin Muhammad, a
follower of the Nation of
Islam and a former president
of the union that represents
METRO workers.  City
Council’s online records
show that as far back as June
of 2002 Mr. Muhammad had
aired grievances about
Metro’s tactics.

Council records indicate
that, “he was present to con-
tinue the beat of drums that
had beat and cried out
against oppression and injus-
tice for the last ten years.” 

“He had cried out before
to the City Council, to the
Metro board, the Legislature,
State labor, he had cried out
to the Attorney General's
Office, the FBI, the
Department of
Transportation, labor and
related agencies, to Hillary
Rodham Clinton, to Johnny
Cochran and had cried out to
the federal courts in a law-
suit alleging conspiracy, dis-
crimination, and racketeer-
ing on the part of MTA…”
(sic)

Sound serious?
In an interview with La

Nueva Raza, Mr.
Muhammad says that before
the late 70’s METRO was
predominately controlled by
whites at all levels.
However from 1979 to 1994,
METRO’s worker union
went through five African
American, male presidents
whose administrations were
all seized by the internation-
al union in a coup-like
maneuver called receiver-
ship.  

“They seize the books

and relieve the president of
his power,” he explains.
“They put the union under
control, and we lose a lot of
ground that we have gained.”

The loss of
Muhammad’s presidency
just might mark the point
where the check on rampant
cronyism and discrimination
was lost.

Apparently, to some
extent, Patty’s fight against
her tormentor fell on deaf
ears.  She is convinced that
her complaint was not taken
seriously because she is
Chicana.  

Patty’s tormentor was
eventually fired, but not
because of Patty’s com-
plaint.  His termination was
due to his behavior with a
white female, who ended up
blowing the whistle on him,
Patty asserts.

“She was already a ter-
minated employee when she
spoke during the investiga-
tion. If she would not have
spoken up for me, then no
action would have been
taken against him.

“(Name deleted) was ter-
minated according to a
memo in my file.  He was
then quickly reinstated by
(an upper administrator),
who gave him a demotion
instead.  The following year
was then promoted back to
his regular grade level. I was
still going through my hell.”

Her tormentor has since
retired, with a hero’s
farewell, a catered party and
music to boot.

Metro Watch, a newly-
formed group organized by
Patty and about a dozen
other former Metro employ-
ees, has already started
organizing against the obvi-
ous discrimination.  While
their grievances against

“Transit Authority board
took a first step toward
addressing the touchy ques-
tion of affirmative action
toward Hispanics on
Thursday.

“And stumbled. 
“Board members Art

Morales and Janie Reyes had
raised concerns that only
14.6 percent of the bus com-
pany's employees are
Hispanic, compared with 37
percent of Houston's popula-
tion. 

“By contrast, 61 percent
of Metro's staff is African
American, compared with 25
percent of the city's popula-
tion.”

LULAC agrees.
LULAC is helping

METRO Watch work the
intricacies of the bureaucrat-
ic systems which oversee
METRO.  Additionally,
LULAC helped organize a
peaceful protest in front of
METRO’s main office.

District Director of
LULAC Sylvia Gonzales
says that METRO has
already fired one of the cul-
prits behind the discrimina-
tion, but she says that’s not
good enough.  They are tar-
geting four or five other
managers for termination
due to discrimination.

Latinos aren’t the only
people who have witnessed
discrimination against them.
Jada Thompson, an African
American woman, stood up
for Latina telephone opera-
tors.  They took several more
calls than their other coun-
terparts, but went uncompen-
sated and underappreciated,
she says.

She also brought up the
idea of bilingual pay for the
operators.  This idea, she
says, placed a target on her, a
target that many METRO
employees are familiar with.

However, the root of the

Patricia Leal addresses the media on behalf of Metro employees

By Hector A. Chavana, Jr.
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discrimination actually lies
elsewhere, say some
employees.  Emmy
Campbell, an MBA with a
background in technology
and a member of the
Toastmasters public speak-
ing organization was in sen-
ior management at METRO.
After bucking the system,
however, a “special” review

of her performance implied
that she had problems com-
municating in English.
Thompson exclaims that this
was an obvious attack
against her Honduran roots.

“There were several neg-
ative things listed on my
evaluation, but the thing that
stung the most was seeing:

“Does he/she know how
to communicate? (Response
filled in) Never.

“Does he/she know how
to write? (Response filled in)
Never.

“You don’t get a mas-
ter’s degree in finance with-
out being able to communi-
cate,” Campbell exclaims.

Campbell says that the
harshest of the retaliation
came when her financial
analysis discovered outright
embezzlement that amount-
ed to millions.  By April 15,
someone had broken into her
garage and left a magazine
cut-out of a semi-automatic
handgun while she was

asleep, which was “a clear
message,” according to
HPD.  ¿Apoco?

Due to a grand jury
investigation that is current-
ly in process, Thompson
declined to comment about
the details of what she dis-
covered.  

She does say, however,
that it is this impropriety,

which reaches to some of the
upper most echelons of sen-
ior management, that pro-
duces the discrimination at
METRO.  

“There is racial discrimi-
nation at METRO, but do
you think it is about race?
No.  It is about money,
because in their minds,
Hispanics are less likely to
go along with this gargantu-
an embezzlement scheme
that has stolen millions and
millions from the taxpayers.
If you look at it, most of the
whistleblowers ARE
Hispanic.”

“This is why METRO
only hires seven out of one
hundred applicants; METRO
screens conspirators in.”

When asked whether dis-
crimination against Latinos
has, at least in some cases,
been perpetrated by African
Americans, Calvin
Muhammad unequivocally
agrees, “Yes, sir.”

This brings the story full

circle.  Why are some
African Americans fighting
on one side of a discrimina-
tion battle while other
African Americans are fight-
ing on the other?

“That’s just it,” Patty
explains.

“There are African
Americans who are fighting
for justice, and there are

A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n s
who are fight-
ing for the
clique that is in

power.”
Calvin agrees.  “There

are some people that really
want to get ahead and get
their promotion.  They sur-
round themselves with the
people that can help them do
that.”

It is likely that the courts
will decide the future of
METRO.  The recent
involvement of the Justice
Department, however, paints
a dim picture for the current
leadership of METRO.

In consultation with
LULAC and members of
METRO Watch, the Justice
Department seems to be
demanding that METRO
clean up its act(s).

The members of
METRO Watch are still
fighting mad and vow to
continue the struggle until
the bitter (or sweet) end.
For more information on
METRO Watch, e-mail Patty
Leal at patty001@sbcglob-
al.net.

Latinos aren’t the only people who have
witnessed discrimination against them.  
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People protesting against Metro at it’s main office in downtown Houston

including an invasion and occu-
pying force. Think that this
could never happen?  History
has shown us that such a sce-
nario is not out of the ordinary. It
occurred in 1846, 1914 and on
numerous other occasions
against Mexico. Haití is the lat-
est Carribean country, an island
nation, to see its democratic sys-
tem crumble with U.S. assis-
tance.  Its president was taken
out of office with force by anti-
democratic groups with the sup-
port of George W. Bush and U.S.
soldiers just last February while
everyone's attention has been
focused on the war in Iraq. 

The National Endowment for
Democracy: Working Against
Democracy

The National Endowment
for Democracy (NED) is a U.S.
government sponsored organiza-
tion that does the opposite of
what its name implies. Funded
by U.S. taxpayer's money, the
NED primarily channels money
to organizations and individuals
in foreign countries that are try-
ing to dispose of democractical-
ly elected officials. This has
been the case since its establish-
ment during the Presidency of
Ronald Reagan after the CIA
was discovered to have been
involved in undermining democ-
racy throughout the world by
causing the destabilization of
democratic governments. In
fact, the NED has interfered in
the domestic affairs of other
countries by funding selected
groups in those societies that
object to the policies of their
government, especially when
those governments have passed
or supported reforms to empow-
er workers and the poor at the
expense of large and wealthy
corporations. 

Critics of NED object to the
U.S. intervening in the elections
of other countries. Most
Americans would be opposed to
other governments intervening
in U.S. Presidential and
Congressional elections by
sending money to opposition
groups; money that could be
used for campaigns and all the
activities associated with this.
As one writer put it, ...NED suc-
cessfully manipulated elections
in Nicaragua in 1990, and was
busy working in Haiti in the late
1990's on behalf of right wing

groups who were united in their
opposition to former president
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his
progressive ideologia (see:
http://members.aol.com/super-
ogue/ned.htm). 

Mexico Could be Future
Target

Past illegal and historical
patterns of intervention in
México and Latin America,
along with Bush and Cheney's
(and others like them) move
towards a new world order for
the wealthy, has set the stage for
a possible future invasion of
Mexico and other Latin
American countries. Mexico's
changing political landscape
towards a more democratic and
independent society and the
likely trend towards the deple-
tion of gas and oil reserves
throughout the world lends cre-
dence to this very possibility.
Regardless of which party con-
trols the White House the poten-
tial threat of a U.S. military
invasion is still a likely scenario
in that both democratic and
republican parties have histori-
cally shared similar views in the
area of foreign policy. Even
Jimmy Carter, while he was
President, supported world
regimes that engaged in arrest-
ing dissenters and that used tor-
ture and murder such as the gov-
ernments in the Philippines,
Nicaragua, Indonesia, Israel,
and Iran. The American people
that believe in democracy  must
challenge the current reckless
foreign policy of modern-day
manifest destiny and develop a
new one based on the sovereign-
ty of nations, dialogue, and
mutual respect. Chicano and
other Latino leaders at all levels
of society (writers, journalists,
actors, union members, college
students) must play a coura-
geous role in this area and chal-
lenge the bellicose, inhumane,
and fundamentally racist  for-
eign policy that has been part of
the American agenda for far too
long. 

Lorenzo Cano is a long-time
political activist and a veteran of the
Chicano Movement. He has lectured
extensively on issues pertinent to the
Chicano and Chicana community in
the United States and is one of the
founders and a contributing writer to
La Nueva Raza. He currently teaches
at the University of Houston.
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before he turns to slowly make his
way back inside.
LA CAUSA

These are just two stories of
thousands who have lost their liveli-
hoods, lives, friends, and family
members to strange and inexplicable
illnesses brought on by the contami-

ation in an Anglo community?  
"Where is the chance for life, lib-

erty, and the pursuit of happiness?
What about the right to a speedy

trial?  They are American citizens,"
says Ester Salinas, as we tour the bar-
rio to conduct interviews and film.
She has become the leader of the sick

THE KILLING FIELDS

Walking Through Hel l
For  A  Heavenly  Cause
It is early Sunday morning and the
odor of chemicals greets the day-
light in a hazy-green morning

dew.  The grass does not grow here
and the trees bleed black-brown sub-
stance as they reach for the sky in
agony.  I cautiously walk up to an
arsenic house to meet up with Ester,
my tour guide into hell.  We get on the
road and she begins to tell me the sto-
ries of this contaminated town as I
roll the camera.  We stop at a small,
dilapidated casita and are greeted
with hopeful eyes.  We have come to
speak to some of the victims in this
cruel and epic tale of greed, corrup-
tion, contamination, and murder.  Life
in this town has become a living hell
for many who are confined by eco-
nomics and circumstance to "live"
here.  
Here are their stories.
OSCAR

I stand in a darkened room and
listen to a very sick man laying help-
less and hopeless in his bed.  He is an
older man whose life has been tragi-
cally stolen from him.  In the room is
the musty smell of poison, which is
emitting from a huge wound on his

leg.  Over the years, he has suffered
an incredible deal.  His skin has been
literally falling off of his body for
some time now, he has huge and mas-
sive cysts in his stomach that protrude
several inches, and now his leg is
bursting open.  The meat from the
inside of his leg is about two feet
from me.  I see his bone and what is
left of his ankle and I can smell the
same poison, that same musty scent
that I smelled when I went to one of
the bodegas.  He cannot walk and is
imprisoned to his small bed.  He, like
so many others, is a walking time
bomb, a chemical disaster in a human
body decomposing slowly as he
attempts to live.  Several doctors have
been unable to diagnose him, and
have only said that he had some sort
of chemical in his system.  My cam-
era is rolling, recording this and I am
listening to him tell his story.  

He starts to talk about how a few
days earlier, he had gone to a doctor
to get help for his swollen and burst-
ing leg and ended up being butchered.
He had sat down and told the doctor
about his wound when suddenly the
doctor took a scalpel and just cut out
a piece of Oscar's leg with no warn-

ing.  Although Oscar
screamed and blood
spewed around, the
doctor offered no
anesthetic and no
pain medication
whatsoever.  He told
Oscar and his wife to

clean out the wound
with dishwashing soap,
because "that should
work."  He gave them
no prescription for pain
medication, so Oscar
hardly moves as he
reveals his injury for the
camera.  He is econom-
ically disadvantaged
and because of this,

cannot afford appropriate healthcare.
He fought for years to get Medicaid,
but it only offers limited and restrict-
ed medical care.  

And as I stand in amazement of
what I have just heard and witnessed,
a letter from his attorneys is read
aloud, saying that he is being thrown
out of the lawsuit because he does not
have enough evidence to prove he
was contaminated.  
ROLANDO

Rolando always wanted to be a
dance instructor.  He was a flamboy-
ant dancer and had a future of prom-
ise ahead of him.  Or was it all a lie?
He lives behind one of the contami-
nated bodegas in Mission.  Dreams of
dancing became just that, dreams.  At
18 he had to begin receiving dialysis.
On his arms are strange bumps, half-
dollar sized, that have appeared over
the years.  At his young age of 30, he
has already received two kidney
transplants which have failed, and is
due for a third in a few weeks.  Just
after the Texas Commission of
Environmental Quality and EPA
remediated1 the dirt at his home and
at the bodegas, he was diagnosed with
brain cancer.  He has since had that
tumor removed.  He stood before me
for the camera, with eyes glazed and
hopeless, as he spoke about how his
life was robbed from him.  He spoke
about how he didn't know how much
longer he had, and how depressed he
was that his life had amounted to this.
We stand facing the bodega that is just
beside his house and a gentle breeze
of poison comes between us.  It
sweeps a tear down his cheek and
even I start to feel faint.  Rolando has
not known life or happiness, only
pain and suffering.  He, like so many
others, is economically disadvantaged
and cannot leave his poisoned home.
He waits living yet dying for the law-
suit to come to a close.  He too has
been thrown out for supposed lack of
proof of contamination.  He reaches
for the pendant of a saint on his neck-
lace and holds it, as he thanks us for
coming to see him.  For an instant, I
see hope glimmer in his eyes, just

nation.  It is not only the workers who
handled these chemicals that have
been affected.  The neighborhoods
became contaminated when the trains
derailed, sending toxic chemicals in
100% form into the comunidad.
There was never an appropriate
cleanup effort.  The people became
contaminated when the smokestacks
shot the pure chemical out into the
barrio, supposedly in an effort to air
out the inside of the chemical produc-
tion factories.  The people become
contaminated still because of the

warehouses that continue to stand
open and unfenced, with no signs of
warning or danger.  The soil is pure
poison in this town.  No one is told
and yet everyone is affected - visitor
and resident.   It breaks my heart to
see a young child walking barefoot in
their front yard because the poison is
creeping in like an invisible demon,
waiting one day to consume and pos-
sess their body.  Even worse yet is
that once contaminated, a person can
spread the chemical to another per-
son.  This has become an epidemic of
massive proportions.  The city, coun-
ty, state, and federal officials are well
aware of this place and its hazards.
Yet they have failed our people.  Is it
because we are of brown skin?
Would one find this type of dire situ-

and the hope of the poor.  She discov-
ered the contamination in 1998 and
has since become a leader of the peo-
ple and simultaneously the enemy of
the local government officials and
state and federal entities.  She began a
class action lawsuit against some of
the most powerful corporations in the
world.  She and the plaintiffs have
encountered numerous attempts at the
obstruction of justice and major delay
of the game from the players on both
sides of the case. 2 She takes no rest,

constantly working
and in her off time
tending to the
thousands that
come to her for
knowledge and
help.  She and her
family have also

suffered greatly.  "I
had to bury my father
at a young age, friends
my age dying, my
family is sick, I am
sick, and everyone
around me is dying,"
she tells the camera.
"But I will not stop
fighting for justice."  

It has taken a few
years, but we have

been able to raise so much awareness
to this case that it has now turned into
a movimiento.  Thanks to platforms
such as La Raza Unida, United Farm
Workers, BeSafe.net, and others, we
have been able to inform, educate,
and mobilize the gente.  Even the
sickest of the sick have given us their
time, words, and allowed us to record
them to let people worlds over know
of this injustice.  We also have a web-
site (www.larazaunida.com/lru-
green.htm) and will soon be aired on
television (on Nota Roja, Telemundo)
throughout the state of Texas and in
75 cities across Mexico.  La Nueva
Raza newspaper has also allowed us
to reach people all across the United
States.  Senator Chuy Hinojosa,
Congressman Ciro Rodriguez, and

By Iris Salinas

R o l a n d o ’ s  p i c t u r e  w a s  f e a t u r e d  i n
P a r t  I .  H i s  c o n d i t i o n  h a s  w o r s e n e d

O s c a r ’ s  c o n d i t i o n  c o n -
t i n u e s  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e .
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These are three more entries in a continuing series over the human tragedy caused by
toxic waste contamination in several neighborhoods in Mission, Texas.  All three articles
presented here are contributed by Iris Salinas, an environmental and Xicana activist.
For the first story see the first issue of La Nueva Raza at LaRazaUnida.com

To help out, log on to
mission-texas.com

www.mission-texas.com


t is a well-known fact that remnants of them still

Congressman Lloyd Doggett have
come to Mission and have even
pledged their assistance with pass-
ing a bill to protect the people of the
Superfund Sites.  (The Superfund
policies currently outline the care of
the water, land, and air only.)  This
movimiento is in motion, it is mov-
ing, and the dream of a united peo-
ple is becoming a reality.  

The story of this town is bigger
than Mission.  This is just one bat-
tle within a war of many fronts
against our people.  Our goal is to
not only obtain justice for the peo-
ple of Mission, but to raise an
awareness and sense of community
for the Raza in and out of the
United States.  Through under-
standing comes unity and what a
powerful nation, a powerful people
we would be if we were to let go of
fear and embrace each other.  But it
starts at home, in your barrio, in
your community, and in your town.
In our eyes and in the end, the
movimiento of Mission will only
strengthen the movimiento of La
Raza.  

We will continue to fight for
the people of Mission.  We ask for
your allegiance and help with
bringing attention to this issue.  Too
many people are dying early,
wrongful deaths, too many people
are suffering, and there is too much
corruption.  We cannot sit by idly
and let ourselves and our comu-
nidades be abused.  We need your
help, the people of Mission need
your help.  Feel free to contact us at
voiceoflaverdad@yahoo.com if
you can assist this movimiento.  

We will not give up.  This
story will be heard and recanted for
generations to come and it is our
goal to ensure that it has a happy
ending.  Until then, we will contin-
ue to walk through hell for a heav-
enly cause. 

1 Remediation is a process of removing contami-
nated soil and replacing it with fresh soil.  The problem
with this situation in particular is that 3 to 6 inches of dirt
were remediated by TCEQ and EPA when their own
reports state that the ground is contaminated 32 feet
below the surface.  The problem with this is that when the
dirt is moved, the contaminants are re-released.  They did
not take appropriate measures to ensure the safety of the
comunidad during this process, nor did they do the work
their reports claim they did.  Taxpayers were charged mil-
lions of dollars for this particular cleanup.  

2 The lead plaintiff attorney in this case is Ramon
Garcia, who also curren.tly serves as the Hidalgo County
Judge.  This poses a MAJOR conflict of interest.  The
case has been in litigation for almost 7 years now and so
many people have died since it began, are dying, or have
been carelessly tossed from the case. Where is the right
to a speedy trial?  Where is the right to fair representation? 

For more information on the television show,
please send an email to notarojatv@hotmail.com

S OF TEXAS: PART II

amiro Solis has been one
of the most faithful sol-

surgery and had still been recov-
ering.  He continued to pray and

C ro s s e s  o f  L i gh t
Ramiro  So l i s  -  The  Modern  Day  J uan  D i ego
Rdiers in this war against
those that caused and attempt to
conceal the story of the chemical
and environmental disaster that
has occurred in Mission, Texas.
He used to work at the chemical
plant (at one of the bodegas) that
we recently reported on in La
Nueva Raza's inaugural edition.
His wife (who did not drink alco-
hol) died of cirrhosis of the liver,
as did so many wives of former
workers.  (The chemicals trans-
mit from human to human.)  He
himself has had a quadruple
bypass and suffers from internal
ulcers, thanks to his time at the
bodega and to the chemicals that
are now contained within the
walls of his modest casita.    

On April 22, 2002, Mr.
Solis came home late and upon
entering his house, encountered a
brilliant gold light shining onto
the hallway, eminating from the

bathroom of his house.  Upon
opening the door to that bath-
room, he found that the walls, the
ceiling, and the floor were glow-
ing in a gold color.  He looked for
the source of that light and he was
shocked to see a gold cross shin-
ing through his bathroom win-
dow.  A sign of God?  It shone so
brightly that it lit the entire room.
Scared, he took off his hat, hum-
bled himself, and began to pray.
For sure, he thought, this was
God coming to take him away.  It
had been just a few months since
he had undergone major heart

wait to see what would happen to
him, but nothing happened.  He
ran outside to see the cross, since
it shone through his window.
Nothing was outside.  Returning
inside and again seeing the cross
of light, he then realized he had
witnessed a miracle, an appari-
tion.  Little did he know that even
to this day it would remain.  As a
matter of fact, more crosses have
appeared.  It started with one.
Now there are 7 crosses light,
five of white and two of gold.

Throughout all the bat-
tles of the lawsuit, throughout all
the fighting with state, federal,
and local entities, hope has
remained.  These crosses have
given the victims of Mission's
tragedy a hope that no one and no
other thing can.  There is no
explanation, no rhyme or reason
for this miracle.  But what they
HAVE done is given people hope
and reminded this small Catholic
community not to lose faith. 

Masses of people, wit-
nesses from the U.S. and Mexico,
priests and congregations includ-
ed, have traveled great distances
to see this miracle and to speak to
this modern day Juan Diego.
People claim to have been healed
and blessed after seeing and pray-
ing with them.  Priests and holy
men alike have confirmed that it
is indeed a miracle and that more
crosses would appear as time
went on.  And they have.  

If you would like to
speak to Ramiro Solis and/or if
you would like to visit, you are
invited.  The crosses of light
appear during evening hours.
Juan Diego opened his cloak to
reveal the message that the
Virgen had given him.  Ramiro
Solis opens the door to his home.

To schedule a visit, Mr.
Ramiro Solis can be reached at
956-581-0596 or 956-458-3448.
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C r o s s e s  i n  t h e  S o l i s  h o m e
Attack of the Toxic Bats!
Impact Of Chemical Contamination On Free-Roaming
Animals In Mission, Texas: Snakes, Rats and Now Bats
Imany of the politicos
(politicians) in the Valley

are corrupt and commonly
referred to as vendidos (hav-
ing sold out) for allowing
injustices to occur in their
own respective communities
and to their own constituents.
As a matter of fact, many
politicos have specific
sobrenombres (nicknames)
by which they are commonly
referred to.  There is la rata
(rat) and also la gata (cat).
Another is la vibora (snake).
And in the midst of these rats,
cats, and snakes, we now
have BATS that have come
into the story.

For years, Ester
Salinas (Activist, Mission)
has pleaded with the Mission
city officials to condemn and
fence off the highly contami-
nated bodegas (warehouses)
that to this day still stand
open and unfenced even
though years ago they were
labeled state and federal
Superfund sites.   These
unsafe buildings still stand to
this day and continue to be in
violation of state and city
codes.  Despite obvious vio-
lations, no politco has done
anything to protect the sur-
rounding barrios and gente
from the hazards contained
therein.  Hence the term ven-
didos.  They have failed to
protect their own people,
their own Raza.  

Some of the most haz-
ardous contaminants known
to man were mixed and pro-
duced in these bodegas and

remain; it has been confirmed
by federal and state entities.
Yet even to this day, children
can go inside them to play.
They will sadly end up being
sentenced to some of the
most painful diseases, ail-
ments, and sicknesses that a
human being can experience.
They will also have the
capacity to transmit the
chemical to another human
being.  Every now and then,
even some of the Raza get
together to hold garage sales
in those bodegas since they
are open and empty.  The
vendors end up becoming
contaminated, their cus-
tomers get contaminated,
their customer's families, and
eventually their own families
end up contaminated.  The
city and county officials are
well aware of how contami-
nated these sites are.  They
have failed to post a sign (not
even one!) much less a sim-
ple fence to protect the citi-
zens or warn them of the seri-
ous and impending dangers.
Millions of city dollars have
instead been given to projects
that will benefit the exclusive
communities in the predomi-
nantly Anglo side of town
and of the Winter Texans,
retired Anglos from northern
states that come down during
the winter season.  Again,
hence the term vendidos. 

But as the snakes and
rats have their day, bats come
in to play.
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servicio militar mejora la
situación económica de los reclu-
tas latinos.  Realmente, la may-
Dando a la hipocresía una mala reputación
8 La Nueva Raza Second Issue

Cada vez que recojo el periódico
y leo sobre algunas reformas
aprobadas por los republicanos

que controlan el congreso, no sé si pon-
erme a reír o llorar.  Esta gente son unos
sinvergüenzas.  Por ejemplo, el presi-
dente George W. Bush difundió su No
Child Left Behind Act como un acre-
ciento a la educación que beneficiaría,
específicamente a los latinos y otras
minorías a supuestamente desaparecer
la divergencia entre ricos y pobres.  En
contraposición, esta diligencia está
llena de medidas que prometen encam-
inar minorías al servicio militar, asegu-
rando que menos vayan al colegio.  En
pocas palabras, dicha determinación
invade la privacidad de los estudiantes. 

Lo que duele más es que dicho
decreto está tan descaradamente en tu
cara que ni siquiera se molesta en
encubrir sus intenciones.  Tome el texto
de la sección 9528 en No Child Left
Behind Act.  Ratificado por el Senado y
la Casa de Representantes de los
Estados Unidos de América en el 8 de
enero del 2002, la sección dictamina
"LOS RECLUTARES DE LAS
FUERZAS ARMADAS TIENEN
ACCESO A LOS ESTUDIANTES E
INFORMACION RECLUTA DE LOS
ESTUDIANTES."  Luego, la sección
9528 nos la infunde apuntando "cada
agencia educacional local recibiendo
asistencia bajo este decreto debe de
proveer"  según la demanda de
reclutares militares, acceso a los nom-
bres de los estudiantes superiores,
domicilios y listas de teléfonos.  

El decreto, ilusamente especifica que
las escuelas no proveerán la informa-
ción si los padres lo prohíben.  Más sin
embargo, el peso de la responsabilidad
es asignado a los padres de familia
quienes deben de restringir el acceso
por medio de un documento escrito, el
cual debe ser enviado inmediatamente.
De lo contrario, el servicio militar lo
considera como "Si" accediendo todo
tipo de información privada.  Algunos
administradores de las escuelas han
mandado formas a los padres de famil-
ia, explicándoles que firmen el docu-
mento si no quieren que el nombre,
domicilio y teléfono de sus hijos sea
proporcionado al Pentágono.  De lo

contrario, la escuela incluirá la informa-
ción en el directorio de los juniors y
siniors que los administradores darán a
los reclutares militares según la deman-
da. 

El decreto subvierte los últimos
cuarenta años de lucha por abolir la
divergencia educacional entre blancos y
minorías.  Esta diferencia sigue distan-
ciando a los latinos de California
quienes tienen los índices más altos en
el abandono escolar en la preparatoria
(45 por ciento), el índice mas bajo de
graduación en escuelas superiores (8
por ciento) y el sueldo anual más bajo
($14, 560).  En la nación, 57 por ciento
de los latinos entre las edades 25 y may-
ores están graduados de la escuela
preparatoria, en contraposición con el
88 por ciento de los anglosajones.
Aproximadamente 11 por ciento de los
latinos tienen un diploma universitario
comparado con el 28 por ciento de
anglosajones.  El censo del 2000 encon-
tró que cerca del 23 por ciento de lati-
nos viven por debajo del nivel de
pobreza de acuerdo a la escala federal,
comparado con sólo un 8 por ciento de
anglosajones.  (El promedio de pobreza
es de alrededor de $16, 000 anuales por
familia de cuatro miembros.)  Esto es a
pesar de que los latinos tienen una más
alta participación en la fuerza laboral
que los anglosajones. 

El decreto de Bush No Child Left
Behind hace que hasta la hipocresía se
vea mal, pretendiendo que se preocupa
por las minorías y la desigualdad
educativa en los Estados Unidos de
América.  El único y verdadero triun-
fador son las fuerzas armadas cuyos
oficiales impulsan la sección 9528
debido a que poca gente están pidiendo
ser enlistados, a pesar del patriotismo
de nuestra sociedad.  El servicio militar
ha culpado la falta de interés dentro de
las "escuelas problemáticas" donde
educadores preocupados han cuestiona-
do el exento acceso de los reclutares del
servicio militar.  Realmente, mientras
tanto, la asociación nacional de direc-
tores en escuelas secundarias NASSP
han hablado en contra de esta diligen-
cia, argumentando que es una gran vio-
lación a la privacidad de los estudi-
antes. Actualmente, un tercio de las 22,
000 escuelas secundarias en la nación

han rechazado proveer los nombres de
los estudiantes o el acceso a las instala-
ciones escolares en las demandas de los
reclutares  

A pesar del retorno del
McCartismo, los representantes en los
partidos republicanos y demócratas
hipócritamente afirman que el servicio
militar no está eligiendo minorías.  Tal
vez éstos no ven la maldad pues no
existe ningún buen político que no haya
notado que el servicio militar invierte
cientos de millones de dólares en prop-
aganda; televisión, radio, internet,
anuncios y publicaciones para jóvenes.
El servicio opera preparación de ofi-
ciales en reserva para jóvenes (JROTC)
en 3, 500 escuelas al igual que campa-
mentos de verano en bases militares
para jóvenes de bajos recursos.  Al afir-
mar que estos esfuerzos son altruistas,
Bush y el congreso le dan una mala rep-
utación a la hipocresía. 

No hay ninguna evidencia que el

oría de las promesas de edu-
cación y preparación son engaños
y la ilusión del decreto GI Bill
que está lleno de ambigüedades y
condiciones rigorosas que usual-
mente causan que muchos solda-

dos pierdan sus beneficios de edu-
cación.  Solamente una minoría de sol-
dados realmente adquieren habilidades
de empleo.  

La ley también reduce la autoridad
de algunos distritos escolares locales.
Esto hace que las autoridades escolares
sean una imposición puesto que los
estudiantes tal vez quieran reclamar
debido a una variedad de razones: esta-
do migratorio o por abandono de hogar
de madres e hijos que intentan escapar
de esposos abusivos.  

Finalmente, ¿cuál es el impacto de
este reclutamiento en el futuro?  El ser-
vicio militar no está eligiendo estudi-
antes de un nivel educativo bajo.  El
servicio elige normalmente aquellos
que son elegibles a una educación de
escuela superior y que por desventajas
económicas se ven atraídos por las ilu-
siones que el servicio promete ofrecer.

Los Reclutadores Militares Explotan a Jóvenes Latinos
P o r  R o d o l f o  F.  A c u ñ a

Continued on page 11
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recruits. Indeed,
most of the time
promises of edu-
cation and train-
ing are mislead-

Among low-income Latinos,
43 percent were men whereas
among low-income African
Americans, fewer than a third
were men. It doesn't take a
Giving Hypocrisy A Bad Name
M i l i t a r y  R e c r u i t e r s  E x p l o i t  L a t i n o  Yo u t h
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Every time I pick up the
newspaper and read
about some new meas-

ure passed by the Republican
controlled Congress, I do not
know whether to laugh or cry.
These people are shameless.
For example, President George
W. Bush touted his "No Child
Left Behind Act" as boon to

education that would especial-
ly benefit Latinos and other
minorities and supposedly
close the education gap
between rich and poor. Instead
the Act is loaded with meas-
ures that promise to track
minorities into the military,
insure that fewer go to college,
and to top it all off invade the
students' privacy. 

What hurts most is that the
right is so blatantly in your
face and does not even bother
disguising its intent. Take the
text of Section 9528 of the No
Child Left Behind Act.
Enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives of
the United States of America
on Jan. 8, 2002 the section says
"ARMED FORCES RECRUITER
ACCESS TO STUDENTS AND
STUDENT RECRUITING INFOR-
MATION." Then the Section
9528 sticks it to us and says
"each local educational agency
receiving assistance under this
Act shall provide" upon
request of military recruiters
access to the high students
names, addresses, and tele-
phone listings. 

The Act then mendacious-
ly specifies that the schools
will not release the information
if parents object; however, the
burden of proof is placed on
the parent who must object in
writing almost immediately or
the military takes it as a yes.
Some school officials have

sent parents slips telling them
to sign the slip if they do not
want their son's name, address
and telephone number released
to the Pentagon. Otherwise,
school will include the infor-
mation in a directory of the
school's juniors and seniors
that the school officials will
give to military recruiters upon

request. 
The Act subverts the last

forty years of struggle to close
the education gap between
whites and minorities. That
gap is still gaping with
California Latinos having the
highest high-school dropout
rate (45 percent), lowest col-
lege graduation rate (8 percent)
and, the lowest median income
($14,560). Nationally, 57 per-
cent of Latinos 25 and older
are high school graduates,
compared with 88 percent of
non-Latino whites. About 11
percent of Latinos have a col-
lege degree, compared with 28
percent of non-Latino whites.
The 2000 Census also found
that nearly 23 percent of
Latinos live below the federal
poverty line, compared to near-
ly 8 percent for non-Latino
whites. (The poverty standard
is about $16,000 a year for a
family of four.) This is
although Latinos have a higher
work participation rate than
white Americans. 

Bush's No Child Left
Behind Act gives hypocrisy a
bad name by pretending to care
about minorities and unequal
education in the United States.
The real winner is the military
whose officials pushed Section
9528 because fewer people,
despite the jingoism of our
society, are asking about enlist-
ing. The military has blamed
the lack of interest on "prob-

lem schools" where concerned
educators have questioned the
unfettered access of military
recruiters. Indeed, the National
Association of Secondary
School Principals has spoken
out against the Act saying that
it is a major breach of the stu-
dents' privacy. So far about
one-third of the nation's 22,000

high schools have
refused recruiters'
requests for stu-
dents' names or
access to campus. 

Despite this
r e t u r n  t o
M c C a r t h y i s m ,

Republican and Democratic
party representatives hypocriti-
cally claim that the military is
not singling out minorities.
Perhaps these see no evil, hear

no evil politicos have not
noticed that the military spends
hundreds of millions of dollars
to advertise on television,
radio, web sites, outdoor ads,
and in youth publications.
They operate Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps
(JROTC) programs in 3,500
schools, and the military holds
summer camp programs on
military bases for disadvan-
taged youth. In claiming that
these efforts are altruistic,
Bush and Congress give
hypocrisy a bad name. 

There is no evidence that
the military improves the eco-
nomic situation of Latino

ing and the illu-
sion of a GI Bill
is fraught with

loopholes and stringent condi-
tions that often cause many
soldiers to lose their education-
al benefits. Only a minority of
the soldiers get real world
skills. 

The law also undercuts the
authority of some local school
districts. It makes school
authorities in effect snitches
since many students may not
want to speak out for varied
reasons, ranging from immi-
gration status or mother and
children wanting to get away
from abusive husbands. 

Finally, what is the impact
of this recruitment on the
future? The military is not tar-
geting students in the lower
halves of their classes. It tar-
gets those who would normally

be eligible for a
college education
but because of
economic disad-
vantages find the
illusions pressed
by the military
attractive. Wake
up! When a quali-
fied Chicano or
Latino is taken
out of the commu-
nity, they remove
educational capi-
tal, valuable role
models, the con-
sequences of
which will be felt

in future generations. Hey!
Gangs did not happen by acci-
dent. The disproportionate
number of Mexican American
males serving in the armed
forces during World War II
fragmented our families,
removed role models, giving
the gang phenomenon a boost. 

Today there is an imbal-
ance between male and female
students in colleges and it has
reached a crisis level among
low-income students overall.
The balance between male and
female middle-class white stu-
dents is about 50-50 whereas
among lower-income white
students, 46 percent were men.

genius to deduce that the gen-
der gap will greatly impact our
community. 

Even the military admits
that the purpose of the directo-
ry is aimed at improving the
quality of recruits, which may
be good for the military spells
disaster for the poor. The "No
Child Left Behind Act" has
been in effect for about a year,
but still our community has
been mute as with the Solomon
Amendment that among other
things targets Hispanic serving
institutions (universities that
are more than 25 percent
Latinos). Let's not play the role
of the fool and believe that we
are special or will benefit
because of the increased inter-
est of the military or Bush.

Dr. Acuña is an historian and a pro-
fessor at California State University -
Northridge.  He was the director of the
Chicano Studies Department there for
many years, and he has authored several
books on the history of Chicanos.

By Rodolfo F.  Acuña

Dr. Rudy Acuña
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There is no evidence that the mili-
tary improves the economic situation
of Latino recruits. 



Due to the alarming
number of minorities
incarcerated for non-vio-
lent drug offenses poverty

minorities severely, giving them no
chance for upward mobility. He
spoke about dirty politicians who
back the war on drugs in order to
The War On Drugs and Latino Youth
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During the mid-1980's
President Ronald Reagan
announced the launching of

the "War on Drugs" in an effort to
lower drug use in the United States.
For more than 20 years there has
been little change in the level and
amount of drug use in the U.S.
However, there has been a dramatic
increase in drug arrest rates and a sig-
nificant increase in the prisoner pop-
ulation. There also has been no suc-
cess in winning the war on drugs but
government officials and others still
support the effort even though that
effort has overwhelmingly hurt
Latinos and other minority group
members. African-Americans and
Latinos have been arrested and incar-
cerated at a tremendous rate. The
drug war has put many minorities in
jail and that has lead to the economic
struggle they face. Not only has the
war on drugs shown that it has not
succeeded its intended purpose but it
has also shown that it has shifted
from a war on drugs to a war on race.

The on-going war on drugs has
lead to an increase in drug arrest rates
among minorities that are higher than
arrest rates for whites during the last
20 years. In Randy Hamilton's arti-
cle, "Racial Profiling Outlawed in 
California", he describes the meas-
ures the New Jersey Highway Patrol
has taken to respond to the Drug
Enforcement Agency's (DEA)
encouragement of racial profiling. In
the article, he writes, "Among char-
acteristics the two federal cabinet
agencies taught local cops to look for
were 'people wearing dreadlocks' and
'cars with two Latinos traveling
together' (2)." Consequently, this
racial profiling has been the leading
factor contributing to the rising arrest
rates among black and Latino
minorities. The fact that U.S. police
officers are being persuaded and are

being taught to racially profile
Latinos and other minorities and sin-
gle them out goes far to support the
fact that the drug war has actually
promoted discrimination in the jus-
tice system.

The arrest rates that are an out-
come of the racial profiling done by
police officers are extremely high.
Arrest rates for illegal drug use are
more likely among juvenile.  In the
book Race, Class, and Gender in the
United States, Fox Butterfield's arti-
cle "Racial Disparities as Pervasive

in Juvenile Justice", illustrates over-
whelming evidence that in the U.S.
justice system minorities have a
much higher probability of being
arrested and prosecuted. This evi-
dence is seen statistically when
Butterfield states, "Nationally, the
report found that blacks under the
age of 18 make up 15 percent of their
age group, but 26 percent of those
young people arrested, (225)." Young
black men literally are the target of
arrest for police officers (even
though their population isn't all that
high) and have the greatest amount of
arrests. The arrest rates have not only
been accelerating rapidly but some
political leaders have repeatedly
ignored them.  Politicians overlook
reports that show astounding differ-
ences between the numbers of white
arrests and black arrests.  Butterfield
wrote that when questioning political
leaders about the reports they often
had no reply.                                     

When most of these biased arrests
are made, many minorities end up
going to court and then practically all
of them end up getting convicted for
possession of drugs, a main cause of
arrest among minorities. The Real
War on Crime: The Report of the
National Criminal Justice
Commission explains that the crimi-
nal justice system is uncivil.  This is
done through analysis of statistics
and facts. The book is a two-year
effort of 34 individuals who have
worked and had some involvement in
the U.S.'s ever-controversial criminal
justice system.  It was compiled from
the members of the National
Criminal Justice Commission who
are located all over the country.  The
Real War on Crime covers "Crime
and Policy" in the first chapter and
continues to chapter nine that ends
the book by recommending the steps
that could be taken to correct our

criminal justice system so that life in
America would be much easier and
safer. The book indicates that
"African-Americans make up 12 per-
cent of the U.S. population and con-
stitute 13 percent of all monthly drug
users, but represent 35 percent of
those arrested for drug possession, 55
percent of those convicted for drug
possession, and 74 percent of those
sentenced to prison for drug posses-
sion (115)."  This fact illustrates that
even though African-Americans only
represent a small percentage of the

amount of drug users more than half
of them get convicted and sent to
prison.  African-Americans go to
prison at a rate just a little bit higher
than Latinos.  Blacks and Latinos
make up more than three-fourths of
inmates in prison. White Americans
get sent to prison at less than half the
rate of African Americans.  Yet advo-

cates for the "War on Drugs" still say
it is just and effective. 

Criminal Justice Commission
members also describe in the book
the tougher sentences for the use of
crack cocaine than for the use of
powder cocaine. As is well known,
crack cocaine has mostly been asso-
ciated with predominantly more
users being African-American and
powder cocaine has been linked with
white users.  The book goes on to
relate that a law was passed to make
the punishment for the use of crack
cocaine longer and harsher than the
punishment for the use of powder
cocaine.  Since the use of crack
cocaine became a felony and the use
of powder cocaine became a misde-
meanor, "The law clearly punished
African-Americans for the use of
crack cocaine more than whites for
the use of powder cocaine (119)."

The use of drugs in both races has not
gone down but the "War on Drugs"
trudges on. Billions of dollars have
been spent to house the increasing
number of prisoners who are mostly
made up of minorities who were con-
victed for possession of drugs. The
government never seems to have
enough money to fund the education-
al system yet is spending money to
house non-violent drug offenders at
an enormous rate.  The United States
has the largest prison system in the
world and yet drug use is still high.

is facing minorities at a
greater rate during the on-
going "War on Drugs."  By

imprisoning more parents of minori-
ty children, the war on drugs is
decreasing the chance for those chil-
dren to lead stable lives.  Deborah
Small puts in perspective this fact, in
her article "The War on Drugs is a
War on Racial Justice". Small begins
by comparing the imprisoned drug

offenders to slaves
and gives statistics
on the number of
minorities incarcer-
ated. Next, Small
describes the effects
that have resulted
from the "War on
Drugs".  Finally, she
follows with her
conclusion.  In the
section of the book
that that discusses
the negative effects
caused by the drug
war Small writes,
"The government
has sent a message

that it prefers to incarcerate Black
and Brown youth rather than to edu-
cate them (2)."  More young minori-
ties go to prison than go to school
and the government sees no problem
with this.  Much of the time, young
Black and Hispanic men come out of
prison in worse shape than they went
in.  Small explains that because of
their incarceration minorities lose
their right to vote and lose their right
to receive public assistance and other
government services. This situation
creates even more poverty for the
minorities.  With no money and no
assistance from the government
many minorities who are ex-prison-
ers end up living on the street.  When
parents go to prison for drugs their
parental rights can be removed and
this happens constantly with minori-
ty parents convicted of drug posses-
sion.  So many more minority chil-
dren grow up without their parents
since the sentence for drug use is
racially biased and tends to be longer
among Blacks and Latinos.
Oftentimes, children become drug
addicts themselves because of the
absence and lack of guiding influ-
ence of their parents. Numerous
juvenile minorities that are delin-
quents are growing up with at least
one parent in prison under drug
charges. 

In a telephone interview, Dean
Becker, host of Drug War News on
Houston radio station KPFT 90.1
FM, discussed the problem of racial
injustices that have resulted from the
war on drugs.  Becker spoke about
where he stood on the position to
where he thought the drug war was
headed.  Becker opposes the drug
war and spoke of it as unjust and
mentioned the fact that it hurts

receive money from corporations
who reap the benefits of free labor
from prisoners. He spoke of the cor-
porations making millions while
minority children are living in pover-
ty because their parents were in jail.
A discussion ensued regarding the
issue of voting rights taken away
from minorities when they are
imprisoned for the conviction of drug
possession. When asked his thoughts
about the issue he stated, "It's noth-
ing more than the mechanisms of
slavery where white politicians are
trying to control Blacks and
Hispanics of their vote!"  "The statis-
tics are screaming their obvious and
repeatedly proven, in Florida more
than 100,000 black men whose right
to vote [was] taken away and
Hispanic men weren't far behind."
Politicians are literally taking the
votes out of the hands of many
minorities who have been charged
with drug possession so that they
don't have a say in what happens in
their communities and everywhere
else. The criminal justice system
begins by taking away their freedom
and after that many non-violent drug
offenders never really get it back.  If
their right to vote is taken away what
do these minorities really have a say
in? Nothing because that is what this
system has left them with-absolutely
nothing. 

To many Americans the "War on
Drugs" seems just and proper. They
see anti-drug commercials on televi-
sion and think all is well in society
and that these commercials must be
sending a positive message.  The
truth is that drug use is still high in
the U.S.  The war on drugs has not
lowered drug use and it has allowed
Americans to accept the discrimina-
tion that minorities face that is
heaped upon them by the criminal
justice system. African-Americans
and Latinos are being racially pro-
filed and sent to prison for non-vio-
lent drug use instead of being reha-
bilitated.  Private organizations get
rich through the use of prison labor
and the children of these prisoners
are entering the endless cycle to
which their parents have surrendered.
This cycle is due to the "War on
Drugs" and unless we try to end its
vicious purpose by providing alterna-
tives to incarceration for non-violent
drug offenders Latinos will always
be associated with crime and poverty.
The war on drugs has no purpose and
has only caused destruction; if we
fight to end it we are guaranteed to
see lowered drug use among minori-
ties and a gradual rise of equality in
the U.S. justice system.     

Ms. Falcon is a University of
Houston Sophomore, majoring in
broadcast journalism.

B y  C o n n i e  F a l c o n

The Texas Prison System Is Full Of Latino Non-Violent
Drug Violators

Racial profiling has been the leading factor
contributing to the rising arrest rates among
black and Latino minorities



Hundreds of bats have
recently found these abandoned
structures and have decided to
congregate and lodge there.  Now
these rabies-infested animals
have become contaminated and
contracted chemicals such as
Agent Orange, DDT, DDE, and
Arsenic, just to name a few.
They swarm and fly around the
area at night, posing a MAJOR
threat to animals and humans
alike.  Just recently a man was bit
by one and had to receive treat-
ment for rabies.  Unfortunately a
shot in the stomach will not take
DDT out of his blood.  

How many people or ani-
mals have been bit?  How many
uninsured or undocumented peo-
ple have been bit?  How many
were children?  Since it is proven

that the chemicals found in
Mission cause major neurologi-
cal (mental) problems, how will
the bats' brains react?  Will they
lose their fear and attack at ran-
dom?  Will they become violent
and aggressive?  

Now even the snakes and
the rats have to keep an eye on
the sky to see if any toxic bats are
nearby.  These politicos were
entrusted by the people to protect
them and their interests.  They
have failed to do so.  In reality,
they are to blame because their
lack of appropriate response has
allowed this situation to occur.
Had these buildings been demol-
ished and/or properly sealed off,
residents of the Valley would not
have to be worrying about the
impending attack of the toxic
bats.     

Second Issue La Nueva Raza 11

REFINANCE
HOMEOWNERS

AND...

GET CASH

CONSOLIDATE DEBT

LOWER YOUR HOUSE

PAYMENT & TERM
Save on average $300-$800 monthly
Get Cash; Good Credit-Bad Credit

Hard-To-Prove Income
Pay Off Taxes, Child Support

7 1 3 - 6 9 5 - 3 0 7 2
Ask for Hector

Continued From Page 7

New Day Lending - Texas Mortgage Broker 48584

¡Despiértense!  Cuando un chicano o
latino preparado es apartado de la
comunidad, el servicio remueve un cap-
ital educacional y un modelo ejemplar.
Las consecuencias se verán en genera-
ciones futuras.  ¡Escuchen!  Las pandil-
las no se crearon por accidente.  La
desproporción de hombres México-
americanos en las fuerzas armadas
durante la segunda guerra mundial frag-
mentó nuestras familias, removió nue-
stros ciudadanos ejemplares lo cual per-
mitió la expansión del fenómeno
pandillero.  

Actualmente hay un desequilibrio
entre hombres y mujeres asistiendo a las
escuelas superiores el cual ha alcanzado
un nivel de crisis en todos los estudi-
antes de bajos recursos.  El balance
entre hombres y mujeres anglosajones
de clase media en la escuela superior es
de 50-50 mientras que en los más desfa-
vorecidos 46 por ciento son hombres.

En la comunidad latina, los más desfa-
vorecidos 43 por ciento son hombres
mientas que en la clase baja de los
áfrico americanos menos de un tercio
son hombres.  No se necesita de un
genio para deducir que la divergencia de
género impactará nuestra comunidad.  

Incluso el servicio militar admite
que el propósito del directorio es para
mejorar la calidad de reclutas, el cual
puede que sea bueno para el servicio,
deletreando desastre para el pobre.  El
decreto No Child Left Behind Act ha
estado en efecto por cerca de un año,
más sin embargo nuestra comunidad ha
estado callada de la misma forma que
con la enmienda Solomon, que entre
otras cosas elige hispanos sirviendo
instituciones (universidades que son
más del 25 por ciento Latinos).  No hay
que hacernos los tontos y creer que
somos especiales o que seremos benefi-
ciados debido al acrecentado interés en
nosotros del servicio militar o Bush. 

Continued From Page 8
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